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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, January 11, 2016, at 2 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LAHOOD).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 7, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DARIN
LAHOOD to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary b, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———

VISAS AND WORK PERMITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, Washington has, once again, under-
mined and betrayed struggling Amer-
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ican workers who seek jobs that pay
enough to support their families.

In December, on less than 72 hours’
notice, Congress and President Obama
shoved down the throats of Americans
a 2,000-page, financially irresponsible,
$1.1 trillion omnibus spending bill that
not only risks America’s solvency, it
also threatens American jobs for Amer-
ican workers.

Under old law, 66,000 H-2B foreign
worker visas could be issued each year.
Buried deep inside the 2,000-page omni-
bus spending bill, on page 701, is an ob-
scure provision without even a heading
that, according to labor expert John
Miano, increases available H-2B visas
up to 264,000 per year, effectively quad-
rupling visas for low-skilled, tem-
porary nonagricultural foreign work-
ers.

Making matters worse, on New
Year’s Eve, while America focused on
football games and celebrations, Presi-
dent Obama issued a 200-page proposed
rule to illegally bust statutory green
card immigration caps by approving
unlimited numbers of work permits for
foreigners who don’t have green cards.
This White House action is yet another
brazen display of contempt for immi-
gration statutes, the rule of law, and
American workers.

The White House argues importing
foreign labor is necessary because of a
claimed shortage of American labor.
Similarly, House Speaker PAUL RYAN
claims increasing foreign worker visas
“helps small businesses who cannot
find labor when there’s a surge in de-
mand for their labor, like seafood proc-
essing or tourism.”

This claimed labor shortage is unsup-
ported by jobs or wage data and is po-
litical bunk. Per Federal labor statis-
tics, b7 percent—57 percent—of Ameri-
cans without a high school diploma had
no job in 2015’s second quarter. That
bears repeating. Fifty-seven percent of
Americans without a high school di-
ploma had no job in 2015’s second quar-
ter. That is a lot of Americans who
would love to have those jobs President
Obama and Congress denied Americans
and gave to foreigners.

Economics 101 explains that wages
rise if there is a labor shortage and fall
if there is a labor surplus. According to
Census Bureau data from 2007 to 2014;
wages for security guards went down
6.1 percent, for cooks down 4.4 percent;
for janitors down 1.2 percent; for ush-
ers, lobby attendants, and ticket tak-
ers, down 7.1 percent; for hotel, motel,
and resort desk clerks, down 7 percent.
The list of falling wages for low-income
American workers goes on and on. This
falling wage data is compelling evi-
dence that there is no shortage of
American labor and, to the contrary,
that there is an oversupply of Amer-
ican labor that demands cutting for-
eign labor, not expanding it.

Mr. Speaker, while these surges in
foreign worker visas and foreign labor
work permits is a huge victory for spe-
cial interests that profit from sup-
pressed wages, it is a debilitating loss
for struggling American families.

Unemployed and underpaid Ameri-
cans desperate for a good-paying job
have every right to be angry at a Fed-
eral Government that takes American
jobs from American citizens and gives
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